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IV. AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1.-19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A gaming machine comprising: 

a variable display device for variably displaying symbols associated with an 
award; and 

a front display device disposed in front of the variable display device, the 
front display device including: 

a transparent liquid crystal display panel through wh i ch th e var ia b l e d i sp l ay 
d e vic e is ab le to b e s ee n; and 

a li ght gu i d i ng p l at e dispos e d b e tw ee n th e tr a nspar e nt l iqu i d crysta l d i sp l ay 

pane l and th e var i abl e disp l ay d e v i c e , th e l i ght guiding p l at e made up of a l i ght 
transpar e nt pan e l for guid i ng li ght e mitt e d from a li ght sourc e s i tuat e d l atera l to 
th e li ght gu i d i ng p l at e to th e e nt i r e of th e transpar e nt l i qu i d crysta l d i sp la y pan el , 
th e l ight gu i d i ng p la t e provid e d w i th a n op e n i ng i n an ar e a at wh i ch th e symbols 
on th e v a r i able disp l ay d e v i c e ar e disp l ayed through th o transparent l iqu i d crysta l 
disp l ay pan el so as to decr e as e obstac l es b e tw ee n th e transp a r e nt l i qu i d crysta l 
disp l ay pan el and th e var i ab le display d e v i ce i n order to e nsure v i sibi l ity of th e 
symbo l s variably d i sp l ay e d on th e var i ab le d i sp l ay d e v i c e for displaying an image 
for effect while transparently displaying the symbols of the variable display device; 
and 

a light guiding plate disposed between the transparent liquid crystal display 
panel and the variable display device, 

wherein the light guiding plate is made up of a light transparent panel, the 
light guiding plate forming an opening in an area in which the symbols on the 
variable display device are displayed through the transparent liguid crystal display 
panel so as to decrease obstacles between the transparent liguid crystal display 
panel and the variable display device in order to ensure visibility of the symbols 
variably displayed on the variable display device; and 

a lens cut for guiding the light emitted from a light source which is provided 
lateral of the light guiding plate to a rear side of the transparent display panel is 
formed at a portion other than the opening of the light guide . 
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21 . (Previously Presented) The gaming machine according to claim 20, further 
comprising: 

a diffusion sheet disposed between the transparent liquid crystal display 
panel and the light guiding plate, the diffusion sheet for equalizing the light to be 
emitted to the transparent liquid crystal display panel by diffusing the light guided 
by the light guiding plate, the diffusion sheet provided with an opening at a 
position corresponding to the opening of the light guiding plate. 

22. (Previously Presented) The gaming machine according to claim 20, further 
comprising: 

an illumination part disposed between a rear face of the light guiding plate 
and the variable display device, the illumination part for illuminating the symbols 
variably displayed on the variable display device so as to improve the visibility of 
the symbols displayed on the transparent liquid crystal display panel through the 
opening of the light guiding plate, the symbols having been variably displayed on 
the variable display device. 

23. (Previously Presented) The gaming machine according to claim 20, further 
comprising: 

a reflection part disposed between the rear face of the light guiding plate 
and the variable display device, the reflection part for reflecting the light on the 
transparent liquid crystal display panel, the light having been emitted from the light 
source to the light guiding plate, the reflection part provided with an opening at a 
position opposed to the opening of the light guiding plate. 
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